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THE TORREON (Stone Fort) N}E\:?
Menzeno, Torrance County, New Mexico 2‘1 MAMZ, |

t,..
Owners Mrs. Rostia Ssnohez, Menzeno, New Mexicos -

]}a.tca._c_a_f._‘~ Erection: ¢Circa 1840,

Architect: Hone,
Builder: Tomas Sanchezs

Present Condition: Poore. Roof and part of second stery of Torreen
destroyed; parts of adjacent building destroyed, lsaving tireo sec-— .
tions standing, which have been rermodeled recently; small stors

room added to north end of west wing.

Number 9£ Stories: Ome and two.

Materials 23‘;‘_ Construction: Foundations, stone; floors, eerth asnd
pinejy exterior walls, stone and adobe mortari inmterior walls, adobe;
roof, flat adcbe; new metal roof over west wing.

Other Existing Records: Written Records: Hurt, Wesley, "Indian
Infiuence at Manzano", El Palaoio Magazine, November, 1939, p. p.
245, Twitchell, R. K., "The Leading Facts of New Mexican History",
Volume 4, ps pe 496+ Photographs: East and West elevations of
Torreon, Musbaum, Jesse, Miseum of New Mexico, 19163 view of Tor~
reon, Chas. T. Lummis, Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, California,
1886,

Additional Data: The foundations of all the existing buildings
and the exterior wall of the Torreon are fisld stone laid up in
adobe mortare The exterior and interior walls of the one story
buildings sare adobe brick and adobe mortar, except for a portion.
of the north wall of north wing, which has native logs, six to
eight inches in diameter, set vertically in the ground, on the
outside, showing Indiem influence, These are backed by a wall of
adobe, about eighteen inches thick and are chinked with sdobe mor= -
tar. The small room at the north end of the west wing is cons-
tructed of logs, spproximately eight inches in diameter, set on -
end, tamped earth floor and adobe soil roof over pine slabs, laid
with sawed side up, on six to seven inch diameter vigass The first
floor of the Torreon is sawod boards over cross vigas, seven bo
nine inohes in diameter, spaced from 28 {o 33 inches on center..
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' .These are supported, at the middle, by a larger viga, about 11 -
" inches in diameter, spanocing the building near the middlee The
“floors of one story buildings, except the small room st north
end of west wing, are pine boards, 8 to 12 inches wide, supported
on wood joistse The roofs over existing portions of building
consist of 6 to 8 inches of adobe soil placed on pine boards,
laid across vigas, 7 to 9 inches in diameter, spaced {rom 20 to
22 inches on centers and 5" x 10" sawed beams, spaced 24 inches
on centers, in the west winge A pitched roof, of corrugated
metal on 2" x 4" rarfters and with gsables of 8 to 12 inch verti-
- oal boards, has becen comstructed over & portion of the west
- winge This has been added within the last eight ysars. The
roof's have drainage spouts {csnales) made of two inch plank.
Parapet walls are adobe brick end some field stons with adobe
morter. The outside faces of sll exterior walls, inecluding log
portions, are plastered with adobe mortar applied by hande The
interiors are plastered with adobe plaster over which has been
placed a thin finish weat of native gypsum (yeso). The existing
windows md doors, except the door in lower story of the Torreon,
are mo dorn.

The building as originally oonstructed consisted of a one

story building completely enclosing an inner court {Patio) with

- . the two-story Torreon at the northeast cormer. The outer walls
. - oontained no doors or windows, except & few small openings,

: heavily barred by massive wood grilles, near the ceiling, end
the one pair of wide, massive doors st the entrance on the east
side of the square. All windows and doors, includiugg those in
the Torreon, opened on to the prtios A porch {portal), paved
with stone flagging, and with native log columns supporting hewed
corbela and beams, snd the roof of vigsas, sabinos, brush and
adobe so0il, extended along the south, west md north sides of
the patios The roof, inecluding that over the Torreon, main build-
ing, portal and the entrance (Zaguan) consisted of 6 to 8 inches
of =zdobe s0il spread and tamped over twigs and brush nlaced on
smell logs (sebinos), 2 to 3 inches in diameter, laid across
logs (vigas) 8 to 10 inches in diametere. The roof of main build-
ing extended out over the portal with & parapet wall along the
outer wall and over the portal beams. The roof was graded to
canales (spouts) extending through the parapet walls, for drain-
are.

The old well, which is still in use, is located near the
northeast corner of the origiunal patioc.

The openings or space, between the Torreon and the north
wings, now closed by & wooden gate, was closed by a thiok adobe
wall extending up te the under side of the portal roof.
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Entrence to the patio ard building was through the roofed
passage Zaguan abt the oaest side of the patio, betwsen the
Torreon and the north end of the esst winge. The enbrance door=
way was a pair of massive, hewed timber doors pivoted at the top
and bottom et each side. The doors were locked onm the inside
by means of & heavy huwed timber ber. A small door wes framed
in one of the larger, which could be used without havmg 't:o .
openr the large doors.

The first or ground floors were of tmnped'ear'bh.- The second
floor of the Torreon was hand-hewed plenk pleced on vigas similar
to the existing construction, '

The first story of the Torreon, incdluding the main viga, J.S
original. The second story, inecluding cross vigss snd sawed
boards has been reconstructed at a date sometime prior to 15186,
8s the Nusbaum pvhotogravhs indicete.-

On esch floor of the Torreon a fireplace, constructed of
small stone ard adobe, was built szainst the outer wall, Thsse
have been destroyed but their locetion can still be treced on
the wall.

A trap door in the second floor geve access to the secound
story, & ladder being usedes

The lower story contained & smeller room, built at one side,
for storase purposese. Lhis has been destroyed.

The fort, including the building, patio and Torreon, was
milt by Tomas Sanchez for use &8 a residence for himself and
family and, ss the occasion arose, for the use of the other vil-
lagers against Indian raids.

"Whemever a raiding party of I,disms was sighted epproech~
ing Menzano, a drom wes beaten and the clurch bells rung. All
the women, old peopls, and children fled to the fort and pla:ze,
leaving the vigilentes and able-bodied men to fight the raiders.”
Hurt, Wesley, El Palaco Mapazine, November, 1939, peps 246, .

The above informstion, reletive to the history of the fort,
wes furnished verbelly by Mrs. Rosite Sanchez, the present owner,
and granddsughter o f Tomas Ssnchez.

Mrse. Sanchez and members of her family reside in the remalu-
ing sections of the origiral main building. The round store
brilding (Torreon), the lower story of which remains, is now
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‘used us & storage roome

Hothing deiinite rererding the date the buildiny was CoT=
struocted could be obtained; however, 2 sample of the second
story mein vipga shows by tree ring snalysis to have been cut
sbout 1640, This is not dofinite as the sample wes taken from
an end projecting cubside the wall &nd exposed to the weather.

%J/&Zﬁw

- Trent Thomss,
Architect in Chargs,
FABS, Southwest TUnit.

'Approved ﬁﬁz / 1940

John Gaw Meem,
Pistrict Officer.
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